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COPIES or EXTRACTS of Correspondence relative to the A* fairs of 

Lower Canada. 



— No. 1.— 

(No. 185.) 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Earl of Gosford, 
dated Downing-street, 11 March 1837. 

My Lord, 

Although I am unable at the present moment to enter, as fully as the occasion 
might seem to require, into an explanation of the reasons for the course which 
his Majesty s Government have felt it their duty to adopt in relation to the 
affairs of Lower Canada, nor into a statement of the duties which will conse- 
quently devolve on your Lordship, I feel it incumbent on me to avail myself of the 
first opportunity which has offered since the affairs of Lower Canada' have been 
brought before 1 he House of Commons, of informing you of the proceedings of 
Parhament with reference to this subject. - 

n JJ)®. 6th instant Lord John Russell proposed to The House of Commons, in 

a Committee of the whole House, the series of Resolutions, of which I enclose a 
c°py lor your Lordship s information. As an amendment to the fourth Resolu- 
tion, it was moved to substitute a Declaration, that it is expedient that the Legisla- 
tive Council of Lower Canada be made elective. The debate was continued by 
adjournment to the 8th instant, when, upon a division, the amendment was 
rejected by a majority of 318 to 56. After several divisions on questions of 
adjournment The House ultimately divided on the main question, when the ori- 
H4 to 1 6° IUtl ° n ’ res P ectm § the Legislative Council, was carried by a majority of 

I transmit to you the lists of the several divisions which took place on this 

J™ p h r * Urt r P. r ? ceedin S s were then deferred until the evidence taken 

^ T A 1 ? I™ S ?! 7 C r nuttee of 1834 ’ t0 which wfewmce had been made 

in the debate, should have been printed. The pressure of public business may 

perhaps, render it impossible to resume the question until after the Easter 
holidays ; but it is the intention of his Majesty’s Government to incur no delay 
\\hich is not absolutely indispensable, in obtaining the decision of The House of 
Commons on the remaining Resolutions. The debate, indeed, on the fourth 
resolution was by no means confined to the single though important question to 
which it specifically relates, and the expression of the opinion of so laree a 
majority of J he House of Commons in the recent divisions, though formally deci- 
si/i ;.°ng of that single Resolution, may fairly be assumed as expressing the sense 
o lne House on the general nature of the demands which have been preferred by 
the House of Assembly of Lower Canada. The result will, 1 trust, have a salutary 
e ect in the rovince, in showing that, after having evinced the fullest disposition 
to concede every just and reasonable demand, his Majesty’s Government are 
secure in the support of Parliament, in resisting pretensions dangerous to the 
interest of the community, and at variance with the constitution itself, and with 
he relations between a dependency of the British Empire and the Parent State 

appear / r0m the debate whlch took P la ce on the recent occasion 
that although prepared to meet with firmness the emergency which has unhaonilv 
arisen, Ins Majesty’s Government will not advance beyond the precise limits o^ 
the necessity which requires and justifies their interference with the privileges of 
the Canadian legislature, although it might be maintained by some, that stronger 
measures were demanded by the exigency of Canadian affairs & 

Your Lordship will perceive from the Resolutions, that it is proposed that nrn- 
vision should be made for the payment of the salaries of the public officers in 
WCa^only t0 t ie * ° th 0t A P nl next 11 forms no part of the policy of 
lus Majesty s Government to supersede the functions, or to interfere with the 

SSSf"* 1 r^ eS ' 0f ,he ll0USe 0f As *»»'y of the ProWn'eto a gLS 

extent than, under the pressing urgency of existing circumstances, has appeared to 
them unavoidable. It is their earnest hope that no future appeal to Parliament 
may be rendered necessary, by a continued abstinence on the part of the Assembly 

/2 * A 3 from 



No. 1. 

Lord Glenelg to 
Earl of Gosford, 
11 March 1837. 
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Lord Glenelg to 
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1 1 March 1837* 
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from the exercise of those — ^ch £eS 

Legislature has been intius , contract the indispensable expen- 

resolved to endeavour, J those resources which are now suo- 

diture of the Province wi t\ ^ Ucable to this purpose. 

ject to the control of the Cro 11 R tg of the Commissioners, be safcl> 

J These funds may, as appears from 1 From that sum your Lord- 

estimated at from 28,000 1 Xges which are enumerated in the 

ship will be able to defray the vanous cdj^ ^ 2800(H . may be 

Minute subjoined to this and management, there will remain 

taken as clear from all charges o , app iicable to any unforeseen but 

a surplus of 2,6001. P e r. a " n r„,av C your duty to incur.' Even allowing 
necessary expenditure which 1 ^ ^ incons , dera v,l e surplus of a few hundred 

^uXpe'r — 'for the P^^^tte'StnuL^ in 7e 

important objects unprovided for ^ Province, but for which his 

appropriations made by the , fS~«w»Wea imperatively called upon to provide, 
Majesty’s Government do not feel ther^elves impure the part of 

in the absence of any such appropna 1 ’ sibllit yf or the personal and public 

SonvtiSe * evil P must, for the present at least, he 

'fPOsal 

to which I have referred. restricting the expenditure of the 

Amongst the immediate effects of 1 thus resmcti ^ mbered 1 ^ TOt of any 

Government to objects of pnmarj n y future payment of those public 
security which the Government can offer for ™ at the dispoS al of 

officers whose salaries cannot be de ^ tbat immediate notice should he 

the Crown; it follows - engagement for their 

given to such officers, that as his J have hitherto discharged can no 

further remuneration, the duties wh h 1 1 > . the performance of these 

ST YtZTb“T 8k ed hereafter by supplies to be 

granted for that purpose by the to you at the earliest 

5 I have thought it essential to address this c ° m ^ U ^ a ° d Y ur Lordship may 
moment at which it has been m my ^ p . lor ’ y0 ur guidance so soon as 

confidently rely on receiving , decision of Parliament on those 

I shall be enabled to communicate to you the decision m ^ ^ of ^ 

points which still remain to e n ^ deep re oi’et that you should be 

Canada. In die meantime I ^an oidy « “Xufnature, Ind involving 
called to the dischaige of du , n f responsibility. The personal esteem which 
at the same time no ordinary ^ of aU ^ art ies in the Province 

your Lordship appears to have . endeavour to moderate the 

will, I trust, tend to strengthen your ^ t and assistance of all 

violence of *«**™W^^ and recognize in 

those who aclmowledge^e impartially inte ntions of his Majesty to 

MiTSSr U fo” the intereSs aud we, fare of a,l Casses of his 
Majesty’s subjects in the colony. j have> &c 



Enclosure 1, in No. 1. 

RFSOLimONS intended to be proposed by Lord [Johu M, in a Committee of 
K LbU L » the whole House, relative to the Affairs of Canada. 

v . - vt , i That since the 31st day of October, in the year 1832, no provision has been made 

Enel, l, in No. l. 0 f the Province of Lower Canada for defraying the charges of the admi- 

nistration of justice, and for the support of the civil government within the said Provmce, 
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AFFAIRS OF LOWER CANADA. ; 

wiI > on ? e 10 , th of April now next ensuing, be required, for defraying in 
full the charges aforesaid to that day, the sum of 142,160/. 14 s. 6d. ymg 

in ^ p a Session of L the Legislature of Lower Canada, holden at the city of Quebec 
in the said I royince, in the months of September and October 1836, the Governor of the 

of the Hou^ofAs^ mV?"?? *p 1S ^Lijcsty’scommands, recommended to the attention 
ot the House of Assembly thereof the estimates for the current year, and also the accounts 

lit Wafe!tv’s a confiden^’firf' tb ° f the , , C ' vil g^ernment, and signified to the said House 
ms Majesty s confidence that they would accede to the application which he had been 

ommanded to renew for payment of the arrears due on account of the public service and 
for the funds necessary to carry on the civil government of the Province. P ’ 

( , 3 r Tllat the ® aid H ° us « of Assembly, on the 3d day of October 1836, by an Address to 
the Governor of the said Province, declined to vote a supply for the purposes aforesaid and 

of tlmsSp ddreSS> a i fte i re I en i Dg a former Address of the saidHofise to the Governor 
of the said Province, declared that the said House persisted, amongst other things Tn the 

, 0 . f , ul Elective Legislative Council, and in demanding the repeal of a certain Act 
pa.sed by the Parliament of the United Kingdom in favour of the North American Land 
Company; and by the said Address, the said House of Assembly further adverted to the 
demand made by that House of the free exercise of its control over all the benches o? he 

cwwr t £r e ; nment; by th V aid Address, the said House of AiSmbly furt£ 
WtW that . rt Incum }> en t on them m the present conjuncture to adjourn their deli- 
k v! his Majesty s Government should by its acts, especially by rendering the 
second branch of the Legislature conformable to the wishes and iants of tL Znle have 

rn t‘ ? a VV^ e n xisting state ° f Lower Canada, it is unadvisable to make the Legislative 

adnnw f at Prov \ nce an Plective Bod y 5 but that it is expedient that measures ^ 
adopted for securing to that branch of the Legislature a greater degree of public com 

5. That while it is expedient to improve the composition of the Executive Council in 
of Assenfoly^of that Province? 516 t0 * t0 the res P onsibdlt y d ^anded by the House 

hat the 1 t gal tltIe °/ the North American Land Company to the land holden by the 
said Company, by virtue of a grant from his Majesty, under the public seal of the said 
Province and to the privileges conferred on the said Company bv the Act for that purpose 
made m the fourth year of his Majesty’s reign, ought to be maintained inviolate. ? P 

na 7‘ Vi***? ’? ex P. edient that, so soon as provision shall have been made by law to be 
twin f y th r L j g ,' S i atUre °\ the sa,d Province of Lower Canada for the discharge of lands 
“ r and services, and for removing any doubts as to the incidents of 
the tenuie of land in free and common soccage in the said Province, a certain Act made 
and passed in the sixth year of the reign of his late Majesty King George the Fourth 
commonly called “ The Canada Tenures Act and so much of another Acfpassed fo the 

relatr a to 0f tlm%1n d late reign, commonly called “ The Canada Trade Act,” as 

* c * e tenures of land m the said Province, should be repealed savino* 

recited Acts* ^ PerS ° nS nghtS in them vested under or b y virtue of the said 

8. That for defraying the arrears due on account of the established and customarv 
charges of the administration of justice and of the civil government of the c<>7i p y 

after applyiLr for ,h„t SrSS 

10th day of April 1837, be in the hands of the Keceiver-general of the said Provir,ce 
la'id^rovTr bis Majesty’s hereditary, territorial and casual revenue, the Governor of the 
said Province be empowered to issue from and out of any other part of his Maiestv’! 

rXV^ he ' andS ° f the Pcceiver-general of the said Province such further^ sums 

i42, .Jo! e7“ ary ,o ,he »•>-“' ° f 

9. That it is expedient that his Majesty be authorized to place at the disnosal of the 
Ug'slature of .he sa.d Prince the Jet ’proceeds of hi. Many’s 

and casual revenue arising within the same, in case the said Legislature shall see fit ^ 
grant to his Majesty a civil list for defraying the necessary charge! of tlm administration of 

justice, and for the maintenance and unavoidable expenses of ceflain of the principal offices 
of the civil government of the said Province. principal ottices 

10. That great inconvenience has been sustained by his Majesty’s subjects inhnhi'tmo- 
the Provinces of Lower Canada and Upper Canada from the 

or regulating and adjusting questions respecting the trade and commerce of the raid Pro 
vinces, and divers other questions wherein the said Provinces have a common interest arid" 
it is expedient that the Legislatures of the said Provinces respectively be authorized to make 
provision for the joint regulation and adjustment of such the,? commL mtereste 
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Lord Glenelg to 
Earl of Go&ford, 

1 1 March 1837. 

Enel. 1, in So. 1. 
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No. 1. 

Lord Glenelg to 
Earl of Gosford, 
11 March 1837. 

Enel. 2, in No. 1. 
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Enclosure 2, in No. 1. 
MINUTE. 



Salary to Governor - 

Ditto to Judges 

Gaols and Maintenance of the Peace - 
Salaries of Executive Councillors 
Ditto - - Civil Secretary - 
Contingencies of his office - 
Attorney-general’s salary - 
Solicitor-general’s ditto - 

Law Officers’ contingencies - - - - 

Judges’ Circuit Allowances - - 

Pensions 

Retired Allowances ------ 

Expense of managing Crown Lands and Reserves 



£. s. 

- 4,500 - 

- 10,000 - 

- 5,000 - 

900 - 

500 - 

500 - 

300 - 

200 - 

- 1,800 - 

375 - 

550 - 

112 10 
- 2,400 - 



£. 27,137 10 



— No. 2.— 

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Earl of Gosford , 

XT dated Downing-street, 6 March 1837. 

No. 2. ° 

Lord Glenelg to I trust there is no serious danger of any public commotion, still less of any 
Earl of Gosford, armed resistance. But as a measure of precaution, we shall probably strengthen 

6 March 1837. military force very shortly by the temporary addition of two regiments, and 

the “ Inconstant” frigate will appear in the St. Lawrence as soon as the naviga- 
tion is open. 



—No. 3.— 



No. 3: 

Lord Glenelg to 
Earl of Gosford, 
22 March 1837. 




Extract of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Earl of Gosford, 
dated Downing-street, 22 March 1837. 

Mv last private letter will have led you to expect a reinforcement of the 
garrison in Lower Canada, by the addition of two regiments. Since I made that 
communication to you, I have ascertained that it would not be possible to 
detach such a force without inconvenience, and making a demonstration which 
might be productive of much greater evil than it could prevent. But I also 
find that in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, there are between 2,000 and 3,000 
men, who, in case of need, might he drawn from those provinces for your assistance. 
I have scarcely any apprehension that you will require them ; but should it 
be necessary, you will transmit the enclosed letter to Sir C. Campbell, who will 
immediately despatch them to your aid. I should also wish you to keep 
Sir Francis Head informed of your proceedings and intentions on this subject. 

The discussion of the Canada Resolutions has been inevitably postponed till 
after the Easter holidays ; it will be resumed at the earliest possible moment. 
I shall take the first opportunity of bringing on the subject in the House of 
Lords. 



Enclosure in No. 3. 

Sir, Downing-street, 22 March 1837. 

Enel, in No. 3. ^ have his Majesty’s commands to desire that you will immediately comply with any 

requisition which may be addressed to you by the Earl of Gosford, for detaching to his 
assistance any of his Majesty’s Troops under your command in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick 
or Prince Edward’s Island. T , „ 

1 have, &c. 

Sir Colin Campbell, (signed) Glenelg. 

&c. &c. &c. 



— No. 4.— 

Extract of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Gosford to Lord Glenelg, 

No. 4. dated Castle St. Lewis, 8 March 1837. 

toLord G^enele • A , FE . ELIN( ! of dissatisfaction with the Assembly, in regard to its proceedings 

8 March 1837. ’ ! n the last short session - is spreading, but not gone to such an extent as to 

induce me to suppose that a dissolution at this moment would be desirable ; but 
it an appeal was now made to the people, I am sure what is termed the majority 

in 
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in the Assembly would experience a diminution in their ranks ; but, under existing Eart 
circumstances, I see no positive substantial good to result from a dissolution. t0 Lord Glenelg, 
Recourse might be had to such a measure when you have determined on the line 8 RJarch lS 37. 
you mean to adopt for relieving the Province from its present state of embarrass- 
ment. Coercion, abruptly adopted, might prove fatal, and such a step is therefore 
to be deprecated, nor can it be justified, except as a dernier ressort after all 
attempts of a constitutional character shall have failed ; but liberality, I am sure 
will not be lost sight of by the present Government in any course that may be 
taken, and whatever is arranged should, I think, be in its character, as far as 
circumstances will admit, conditional, and made to appear as an act of necessity 

threatened° ° n ' y *° eV “ S with which ‘'"country is oppreS and 

tJc™ 1 Send y0U ’ very soon > the names of those I think qualified for the 



— No. 5 . — 

(No. 20.5.) 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Earl of Gosford dated 

Downmg-street, 29 April 1837 . 

My Lord, 

I have the honour to inform you that the Resolutions on the affairs of Lower r.°' ?\ 

hav^all W° P} ffi° f w Jj^ h transmitted to you in my Despatch of the 11 th ult., Earl of Gosford, 
have all been affirmed by 1 lie House of Commons after a very full discussion and 2 9 A P riI l8 37- 
m those instances in which divisions took place, by large majorities. I enclose 
for your Lordship s information, extracts from the votes and proceedings of The 
House containing a statement of the several divisions which have taken place on 
this subject since I last addressed you. The introduction of the Bill to be 
founded on their Resolutions must be postponed until after the opinion of The 
House of Lords shall have been taken on them ; but I have every reason to anti- 
cipate that it will be submitted to Parliament within a very short period So 
soon as the Resolutions shall have been disposed of by The House of Lords 1 
shall address to your Lordship full instructions on the steps which should be 
adopted under existing circumstances, especially with reference to the composi- 
tion of both the Legislative and Executive Councils ; I regret that, owing to the 
delay which has occurred in passing the Resolutions, arising in great measure 

from the pressure of public business, I have been compelled to withhold these 
instructions for a longer period than I anticipated, but your Lordship mav relv 
on receiving them m ample time to enable you to prepare for the meeting of the 
Legislature ; whether that meeting should be postponed until the time when the 
law will require that a Session should be held, or should be fixed for an earlier 
time is a question which must depend to a certain degree on local circumstances 
of which your Lordship will have the means of obtaining a far more accurate' 
acquaintance than I can ; I shall, however, distinctly advert to this point in 
connexion with the other matters on which I shall have to address your Lordshin 
and I only refer to it now that you may be aware chat it will not be overlooked 
and that your own attention may be directed to it in the mean time, with a view 
to the sound exercise of that discretion which it may probably be expedient tn 
leave in your Lordship’s hands with regard to it. 1 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Glenelg. 



— No. 6.— 

Extract of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Earl of Gosford, 
dated Downing- street, 29 April 1837 . 

In declining to act at once on the recommendations which you submitted in 
last year for an extensive alteration in the composition of the two 
tinn ; trUSt , 1 need not assure you that nothing was further from my inten- 
n than to imply the slightest disapprobation of the course which you had taken 
n transmitting to me those recommendations ; on the contrary, I received them as an 
additional proof of the earnest desire which you have alwavs evinced, to leave no 
constitutional means untried to effect an adjustment of the unhappy differences 

' B which 



No. 6. 

I.ord Glenelg to 
Eurl of Gosford, 
2y April 1837. 




No. 6. 

Lord Glenelg to 
Earl of Gosford, 
^9 April 1837. 
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. . i 1 an lrmo . ..p-i tated and distracted the Province. The sole ground of my 
which have so long ag t recommendations was, that his Majesty s 

it was indispensable to consider the whole of 
the main questions in dispute at one and the same time, aftei they should have 
received from the Commissioners a full and final Report on the topics which Aad 
been referred to them. That time has now arrived, and you will have already been 
informed that it is our intention to advise his Majesty to make an addition to the 
Legislative Council, by a careful selection of men of property, character and in u- 
eSfe in the Province, of liberal views, and entitled to the respect and conhdence 
of the public, but not committed to the extreme opinions to which I am willing to 
hope from your recent information, many who have hitherto countenanced them are 
not disposed pertinaciously to adhere. We are also fully prepared to sanction a 
reconstruction of the Executive Council. So soon as the Resolutions which lia e 
now been affirmed by large majorities of The House of Commons shall have been 
sanctioned by The House of Lords, I shall address to you full instructions as to 
the course which it will be expedient for you to adopt. In the mean time, 1 
shall be most anxious to receive the list ot names referred to in the postscript ot 
your letter, and I trust that I shall then be enabled at a very early period to 
transmit to you the requisite authority for summoning such gentlemen to the 
Councils as, after mature consideration, shall appear fully qualified for this 
important trust. I need not here repeat the regret and reluctance with which the 
Government have felt themselves bound to propose to Parliament the adoption ot 
a course which they would gladly have avoided, had any less objectionable means 
been within their reach of satisfying those claims, the urgency of which has been 
so forcibly and repeatedly pressed on us by the Commissioners. In yielding to the 
necessity thus imposed on us, we have not been insensible to the obligation which 
we fully admit of conceding to the Assembly whatever in their demands was not 
inconsistent with the integrity of the Empire and the good faith of the British 
Parliament. In the policy to be hereafter pursued, I trust that the errors of past 
times will be avoided, and that his Majesty’s subjects of all classes in Lower Canada 
will recognize an earnest desire on the part of the Imperial Government to promote, 
by a just, liberal and impartial administration of public affairs, the welfare and 
prosperity of the Province, and to meet the deliberate wishes of the inhabitants to 
the fullest extent which is compatible with their relation to this country. 

In the present unhappy state of feeling between contending parties, I need 
scarcely observe that great caution and circumspection must he requisite, in order 
to avoid the risk of widening existing differences and increasing heats and 
jealousies, which I am well aware it is your constant aim to mitigate and allay. 
I am fully alive to the responsibility which rests on you, and to the difficulties 
which must present themselves at so critical a moment, especially in the selection 
of individuals for offices of trust and confidence, but I am happy in being able 
to rely on the judgment and discretion which you have hitherto evinced. 
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Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Earl of Gosford, 

Downing-street, 22 May 1837. 



dated 



My Lord, 

I have the honour to inform you that the Resolutions on the affairs of 
Lower Canada, which you are already aware had been adopted by The House 
of Commons, having been subsequently communicated at a conference to The 
House of Peers, have been assented to by their Lordships without a division. 
In pursuance of those Resolutions, it is the intention of his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment immediately to introduce into Parliament a Bill, which, in addition to the 
authority with which it is proposed to invest the Governor to discharge the 
arrears due for the various public services in the colony, will embrace such of 
the other topics comprised in the Resolutions as require a legislative sanction. 
In the meantime, and until you receive the direct sanction of an Act of Par- 
liament, you will not consider yourself at liberty to depart from the ordinary 
course to be observed in the appropriation of any portion of the public revenue 
which has hitherto been subject to the control of the provincial legislature. The 
opinion, indeed, which has already been so clearly expressed by both Houses of 
the Imperial Parliament, as to the necessity of investing you with this authority, 
leaves no room for doubt as to the result of the proposal of the requisite enact- 
ment 
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ment lor this purpose ; but his Majesty’s Government are still willing to hope that Lord Glenelg to 
the exercise of the power to be intrusted to you may not be rendered unnecessary EarlofGosford, 
by the intervention of the provincial legislature. To avoid the necessity of 22 May l837 ' 
violating one ol the great principles ot the Canadian constitution, we have been 
willing to make every sacrifice excepting that of the honour of the Crown and 
the integrity of the Empire ; and even now we are anxious that the experiment 
should be tried, whether yet a possibility remains of reconciling the assertion of 
those permanent interests with the maintenance of the principles of the Par- 
liamentary Charter of 1791. The interval which must elapse before the proposed 
Bill can have passed both Houses of Parliament and have been transmitted 
to your Loidship, affords an opportunity, of which his Majesty’s Government 
are happy to avail themselves, of inviting the House of Assembly to reconsider 
the course by which they have attempted to enforce their demands, after they 
shall have been made acquainted with the deliberate opinion of both Houses of 
Parliament on the several points at issue. I cannot but entertain the hope that 
this opinion, expressed in the most decisive manner, after full and protracted 
discussion, may not be without its due weight on the deliberations of the House 
of Assembly, and that they will feel that they are best consulting the interests 
committed to their care by receding from the extreme ground which they have 
recently taken, and by co-operating with his Majesty’s Government and the 
Imperial Parliament in effecting those salutary improvements in the provincial 
government, and the working of the existing constitution, from which real and 
important benefits may accrue to all classes of his Majesty’s subjects in Lower 
Canada. The King would not authorize your Lordship to submit to the 
Assembly any proposal derogatory from the high estimation which justly attaches 
to the representatives of the Canadian people ; but his Majesty is assured that 
no real dishonour or well-founded reproach would be incurred by the House if 
that which has been refused to the executive government, acting alone and 
unsupported by the British Parliament, should be conceded to the united voice 
of the imperial legislature. 

In this hope, and resolved to omit no possible effort for reconciling these 
differences, his Majesty commands me to instruct your Lordship, on the receipt 
of this Despatch, to convene the provincial legislature for the earliest day at 
which it can be conveniently called together. It is, indeed, possible that cir- 
cumstances with which I am unacquainted, but of which your Lordship will be 
in possession, may render a strict adherence to this injunction inexpedient. In 
that case a discretion will, of course, remain with you as to the precise period 
lor which the legislature should be summoned. Any delay, however, not 
imperatively demanded by the force of such circumstances appears to me 
undesirable. 

You will communicate to them, on their meeting, the proceedings which have 
taken place in Parliament, and the Resolutions which have been adopted on the 
affairs of Lower Canada ; you will express to them the deep regret and reluct- 
ance with which his Majesty's Government have yielded to the necessity of 
invoking the interference of Parliament, in order to meet the pressing difficulties 
which other resources had failed to remove in the administration of the affairs 
of the Province. You will further express to the House of Assembly the 
anxious hope that you may not be compelled to exercise the extreme power 
with which Parliament has declared its intention of investing you, in order to 
discharge the arrears due for public services in the colony, for the payment of 
which the faith ot the Crown has been repeatedly pledged. You will inform 
them, that the chief object with which they are called together at present is, 
that before the Bill founded on the Resolutions shall reach Lower Canada, they 
may have an opportunity of rendering that part of it which rests on the 8th 
Resolution unnecessary and inoperative, by a grant of the supplies requisite for 
the pui poses for which it is intended to provide. You will further express to 
them the earnest desire of his Majesty’s Government to co-operate with them 
in the removal ot every obstacle to the beneficial working of the existing consti- 
tution, and in the correction of every defect which time and experience have 
developed in the laws and institutions of the Province, or in the administration 
of its government. You will assure them of a prompt attention on the part of 
his Majesty s Government to every representation which may proceed from 
them tending to effect improvements of this nature, calculated to strengthen the 
connexion subsisting between this country and Lower Canada, by the promo- 
tion ol the welfare and the interests of all classes of his Majesty’s subjects in 
* ' 2 * - b 2 the 
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the colony. I trust, also, that you will be enabled to appeal to the alterations 
which may have been made in the composition of the council, as _^P™ of of ^e 



sincerity with which his Majesty’s Government are disposed to carry into effect 
the intentions which they have expressed on this head. With reference how- 
ever to this particular branch of the subject, I must defer any more explicit 
observations until I shall have received from your Lordship the communication 
which you have given me reason to expect at an early period, and which, 

I trust I shall receive in ample time to enable me to address you further 
respecting it before the meeting of the Legislature. There are other topics 
which will readily suggest themselves to your own mind as fit to be introduced 
into vour communication to the Legislature on its meeting ; and I may probably 
have occasion to refer to this subject in the interval which must elapse before 
the commencement of the session. I have, however, felt it my duty to give 
you this general outline of the nature of the speech with which I think it will 
be desirable that you should address them in his Majesty’s name. 

It may perhaps be necessary that I should also advert to three contingencies, 
for either of which your Lordship should be prepared: First. In pursuance of 
the Resolution with which they separated, the House of Assembly may refuse to 
meet in sufficient numbers for the transaction of business, or haying met, to 
proceed to business, or they may resume their legislative duties in the same 
spirit of resistance which they formerly manifested. Secondly. The House may 
proceed to business without any avowed spirit of resistance, but their subse- 
quent proceedings may afford convincing evidence of an intention to postpone to 
an indefinite or remote period a decision on the application which you will have 
submitted to them for payment of the arrears. Thirdly. The House may, at 
their meeting, give proof of a more conciliatory disposition, and may justify 
the hope that the continuance of the session will issue in the satisfactory adjust- 
ment of the questions in debate. 

In the first or the second of these events, it will be alike your duty to proceed to 
a prorogation. Unfortunate as the necessity of adopting that measure may be, it 
is yet of light moment compared with that of appearing to fail in decision and 
fixedness of purpose in the present posture of affairs in Lower Canada. Your 
Lordship will pursue whatever course may seem best adapted to render it known 
to the parties more immediately concerned, that if this effort to obtain the 
co-operation of the Assembly shall fail, the powers w r ith which you may be 
intrusted by Parliament will infallibly be brought into exercise. 

If, on the other hand, the House shall meet in such a spirit as to justify the 
hope of a satisfactory termination of the questions in debate, and should, within 
a reasonable time, provide for the payment of the arrears, his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment would most sincerely share in the satisfaction which I am convinced your 
Lordship would feel in the necessity having been happily removed for the 
adoption of that extreme and ultimate remedy which the Parliamentary Resolu- 
tions contemplate. 

It is further necessary that your Lordship should be prepared to act decisively 
regarding the demand which the Assembly will , of course, renew for their con- 
tingent expenses, if they should proceed to the despatch of public business. 
Under ordinary circumstances, I should regard the admission of this demand as 
hardly capable of debate. But in the present posture of affairs, it must be admitted 
cautiously, and not without due reserve. I cannot admit that the Government 
would be justified, far less that it is bound to give its sanction to the unlimited 
issue of public funds for the contingencies of the House of Assembly, while that 
House refuses or fails to provide for any other of the ordinary civil expenditure 
of the Province. To any application of this nature, therefore, the answer should 
in substance be, an avowal of your willingness to issue a moderate sum for the 
immediate expenditure of the House. Further supplies for this purpose should 
only be issued from time to time, as the exigencies of the public service may 
demand. It would be right also to consider whether the House should not be 
required to render an account of the expenditure of the sums already issued for 
contingencies. There are not wanting motives, at once weighty and obvious, for 
checking any mismanagement of these funds; while, on the other hand, to with- 
hold them, so as to impede the free exercise of the functions of the House of 
Assembly, would be at once useless and unjustifiable. j ^ ave 

(signed) Glenelg. 



